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Synopsis

By far the largest, most authoritative and up-to-date single-volume Chinese-English and
English-Chinese dictionary in print, the Oxford Chinese Dictionary is the result of a remarkable
collaboration of scholars working in Oxford, Hong Kong, and mainland China. It has been produced
using the latest lexicographic methods and is based on research in both the Oxford English Corpus
and the LIVAC corpus from the City University of Hong Kong. The result is truly a definitive
dictionary, with over 300,000 words and phrases and 370,000 translations, including the latest
vocabulary from computing, business, the media, and the arts, as well as tens of thousands of
example phrases illustrating key points of construction and usage. There are over 300 cultural notes
giving essential information about many aspects of life and culture in the Chinese- and
English-speaking worlds. Extensive supplementary material includes sample letters and emails,
guides to telephoning and text messaging in both Chinese and English, chronologies of Chinese
history and culture, and features on particularly difficult aspects of the Chinese language. There are
also over 50 pages of lexical and usage notes which contain helpful information about the Chinese
and English languages. All the Chinese headwords are shown with Pinyin and tones, so that the
learner of Chinese can pronounce each one correctly. Chinese headwords are given in simplified
Chinese characters but traditional Chinese character versions are also given in brackets when they
differ from the simplified form. All other characters in the dictionary, such as compounds and
examples, are shown in simplified characters. The Chinese-English section of the dictionary is
organized alphabetically by Pinyin and there is also a radical index which allows you to look up a
character without knowing its Pinyin form. Authoritative and comprehensive, and packed with
helpful features, this ground-breaking dictionary is an indispensable reference for any serious
student of Mandarin Chinese or English as well as professionals and translators.Discover more on

oxforddictionaries.com, Oxford’s hub for dictionaries and language reference.
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Customer Reviews

"an impressive work ... the accuracy of translation/definition is of the highest quality ... a superb
reference work, one that should wind up on the desk of every English-Chinese and Chinese-English

translator" --Professor Howard Goldblatt, Chinese language specialist, teacher, and translator

This dictionary is the most comprehensive and most detailed one | have ever purchased in my
life.Since the dictionary has been produced in collaboration with Chines lingistic authorities, each
and everyentry seems to tell me an exact meaning and reference concerning the word and
expression | am looking upl am very happy to own this dictionary as my sidekick for my life-long

Chinese language study.

Contrary to what | read in these reviews, | am all enthusiastic about this dictionary. The wealth of
compounds that | couldn’t find before and now can all look up - well, it makes me happy as an sand
boy, um, sand girl.For two years now | have learned Chinese and can barely utter a word - so | am
not an expert. But slowly the characters are coming to life for me - fascinating!The E-C side has no
pinyin - | don’t mind as much as the other reviewers. Would be nice, of course - but how heavy
would the tome be then?? If | really need to know, | can look up the characters on the C-E side - no
big deal.Also, | don’t mind that the online version is the old, abridged one. Online is very good to
look something up fast - before | go into the heavy tomb. One day we will have everything online -
for a price, | guess.My only two minor complaints are that the page numbers are RIDICULOUSLY
small. And that The Radicals and Characters Organized By Radicals pages are a bit less easy to
use than in the Oxford Pocket Dictionary - the layout is not smooth on the eyes.But | am going for
contents - and this gives me all the contents | want (for now).Alexa Fleckenstein M.D., physician,

author.

This is so far the best Chinese/English dictionary that | could find for my Chinese students in terms
of more pages than other similar dictionaries and the Chinese-->English and English-->Chinese

ways for checking any character. | am also aware that this one is not the most ideal one and it's not



good enough for myself to use as a random translator/interpreter, because so many
characters/word are not to be found in this dictionary. | still recommend purchasing it as this is the

best you could find on the market nowadays.

Incredibly easy to use - one of the best translating dictionaries | have found. Chinese to English
section is organized like the Xinhua Zidian - organized by number of strokes of radical, then by
number of strokes of the rest of the character, and also by pinyin. Major complaint (not available in
any dictionary yet that | have found): the English to Chinese section gives characters but without
pinyin, so if | don’t know the pronunciation of a word I've just looked up, | have to use the dictionary
twice for the same word (ie English to Chinese and then Chinese to English). And though | really

like the Xinhua Zidian-type organization, it is somewhat cumbersome.

Although the dictionary is impressive by the size and ammount of words available it has a big
problem the English to Chinese section translates English only into characters, with no pinyin nor
MPS, so basically the dictionary was published for Chinese speakers or English speakers who

already read Chinese very well.Unfortunately this dictionary is not intended for the chinese learner.

Excellent reference. Clear and easy to understand.

| liked a friend’s older version of this so much, | bought the hardback and the compact versions of
this. Instead of only counting strokes, this sorts it by radical (smaller part) of the character. | am just
a novice and this helps learn the parts (radicals) that make up the kaniji so that you start to see how
the different radicals come together to make a more complicated character. Once you find the
character you are looking for, it has many other kaniji that are often associated with the one you
looked up giving you a more complete meaning for the pair as well as saving you the time to look up
a second character from scratch. This hardback version has a lot more than in the compact version,
but | have found most of what | am looking for in the compact version. | have a couple of different

Kaniji dictionaries and this is the one | like the most.
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